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0 Architects

BECKER ARCHITECTS

595 Elm PL, Highlund Park

(847) 433-6600
www.beckerarchitects.com

Since husband and wife Richard and
Nancy Becker relocated from New
Yurk to Highland Parck (Naney'’s home-
town) ten years ago, their prolific firm
has eompleted many residensal re-
mndeling/addidon projects, both for
ctside clients and far their own spec-
ulanve developmenr of high-priced
single-family rehabs. Richard says
accessibility o clients is a company
specialty. “We're not prima donnas,”
he says, “Our clienx feel they can ralk
o us and not feel thev're being
judped.”

DARCY BONNER AND ASSOCIATES

205 W, Wacker Dr., Chicago

(312) B53-3470

Darey Bonner is best known for interi-
ors he has done in vinmge Chicago
apartment buildings, but he has re-
maodeled o0 number of large suburban
houses, as well. Bonner also manufac-
tures the high-modern Mattaliano line
of custom furmiture, and his architec-
tural designs reflect a similar polish and
sophistication.

DIAN KEEHAN ARCHITECT

518 Davis St., #205, Evansion

{847 86%9-4005

Dian Kechan says that her back-
ground in developing retail and res-
taurant prototypes gives her a certain
edge in the residential work she does
now. “Residennal archirects aren't
trained in the theming research and
narrative studies thar o0 INto Fesrau-
rant design,” she says, adding thar her
appriach allows her to see cach proj-
ect uniguely rather than as an applica-
ton af a pat formula,

EIFLER & ASSOCIATES

223 W. Jackson Blvd., #1000, Chicago
(312) 362-0180

John Eifler has established himself as
specialist in remodeling the houses of
Frank Lloyd Wright. But he’s hardly
an imitator of other architects; his years
af working at Skidmore Owings &
Merrill taught him about many periods
and styles, and his eye is evident in
every project he undertakes,

FOSTER DALE ARCHITECTS

4401 N, Ravenswoudd Ave,, 83078
Chicago

(773) 275-2233

“We oy o understand the house and
then oy to apply what the client says
and what the house says o us with our
awn philosophy abour making a rela-
nvely seamless addidon,” Foster Dale
says. In home remodeling, he sees “a
wide spectrum of lireral reproduction
and extreme justaposition of the mod-
ern and the historical.” He considers
himself an unabashed historicise boe nos
a slave to history. “The literal doesn’
excite me, but something thar feels new
but says, ‘Mavbe this was always here’

can be good.”

FRAERMAN ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTURE
508 Central Ave., Highland Park

(847) 266-0648

Yale-educared James Fraerman worked
for Booth Hansen before establishing
his own practice in 1995, His firm’s re-
modeling portfolio reflects skill with
older houses, though he also has com-
pleted several new ones. He has carned
awards for historie preservation projects
on the North Shore, but he doesn't like
being pigeonholed and says his ap-
proach to remodeling is consistent re-
gardless of the house’s roots, “Whether
we're doing contemporary or tradition-
al, our work always has a sense of space
and fow and a quality of lighe.”

GARDFALD ARCHITECTS

3752 N. Ashland Ave., Chicago

(773) 975-2069
www.garofalo.a-node.net

Although his unconventional approach
might not immediarely appeal o every-
one, Douglas Garofala is one of the
countrys maost innovative archirects,
[is free-form work stands our from the
crowil in the merropolitan area. More
engulfments than mere additons, his
projects have transformed prosaic sub-
urhian split-levels and modest urban
two-flats into astonishing exercises in
cutting-edge architecture.

GARRETT MICHAEL EAKIN

1000 Woodbine Ave., Oak Park

(708) 660-0315

“My work is based on invention within
readlitiom,” Fakin says. “There’s comforr

in tradinion, but we try to incorporate it
into modermn lifestyles—to understand
history and interpret it within the kan-
puage of the house.” His portfolio
shows an affinity for lavish finishes and
abundanr derail.

GIBBONS, FORTMAN & WEBER

900 N, Franklin 5t., Chicago

(312) 482-8040

www.glwarchitects.com

The firm’s portfolio shows its strengths
in the elegant anid formal interiors it has
eomplered in many ity aparmments and
houses, all of which display skill ar
emploving traditional decorative ele-
ments, but the principals also do soylish
minimalist work when the contest die-
tates or to reflect the owner’s wstes.

JAFFE ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

811 W, Evergreen Ave., #400A, Chicago
{312) 475-1800

Lisa Jafle seems as comfortable apply-
ing classical and tradidonal detailing
within modernist exteriors as she is pro-
ducing precise geometric interiors in
older residences.

JOHN BANKS ARCHITECTS

410 8. Michigan Ave., Chicago

(312) 922-2410

Banks is highly skilled in working with
mundest houses of a certain age, helping
transform them by maximizing space
while respecting design integrity

JOHN HAGENAH ARCHITECT

512 Green Bay Rd., Kenilworth

(B47) 256-5575

“Clients come to me because | work
within the architecture of the building
they already have,” Hagenah says, “We
want an addigon w look as if it has
always been  there,” Although he
acknowledges that some designers strive
to ke the distinetion berween the old
and new obvious, he objects w tha
approach. “1 would never do a glass box
on the back of a Colonial,” he says,

JOHN RONAN ARCHITECT

320 W, Ohio St., #4E, Chicago

(312) 951-6600

www,jrarch.com

Ronan, who began his practice in 1997
after stints with Krueck & Sexron and
Lohan Associates, i probahly the most



