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In his villa, Rick Gibbons
has a blast with the past

N AWARD-WINNING
architeet with a
passion for Palla-
dio, Rick Gibbons
spends his week-
nights in a “sleek,
functional” Chica-
go apartment. So
he was determined
to design a weekend house
that “would transport me to
another time and place.”
With a limited budget but a
lot of Sheetrock, Gibbons con-
cocted an artful, setlike, fan-
tasy manor as appropriate to
the Tuscan hills as to a Holly-
wood soundstage. Is it Gib-
bons’ folly? More like an au-
dacious architectural gamble
that paid off. Squint your
eyes, and his six-room home
becomes a grand Italian villa.
“A ranch house,” he says,
*“just wouldn’t have cut it.”
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THE CAPRICE Is right:
Rising miragelike from a
Michigan tield, the house
can be whalever your
imagination makes it *'|
was blessed with a site
that gives no hint of scale
or context,”” says archi-
tect Rick Gitibons.
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O EVOKE THE ELEGANCE . :
I of its Palladian pre- . ]
ssox; Gibhons gare y With a wink at convention, a Chicago architect proves that
his house extra ceiling 3
height (16 feet in the ~ * warmth and whimsy can be perfect weekend companions
living room, above) -
and hand-sponged the . :
walls aging-fresco yel- . .
low: Archwave fanuel - THE LIVING ROOM fire- .
now: S . place (right) —with chips,  *
in light and frame the view, g TN et 5 Thabi .
“so the site sweeps through : rock backboard paintedto =
the house from front to . look 1lke bronze —Isn’t <
Buck'® bapliine Giblions: & T authentic anything, Justa .
VGs . whimsical Gibbons con- &
partner at Madel/Gibbons As- ! ERolin.To s18 MDY, :
sociates. After spending the . the architect made the »
week “‘constantly on the go” X billowy curtalns himselt :
in Chicago, Gibbons and . from Inexpensive polyes- .
" ter fabric. See Resources
housemate Bob Ollis wanted a . 2
place that would be “geared . .
toward staying still.”” So they i .
filled the rooms with cushy % :
I furniture and intriguing an- 5 .
I % ;
_. tiques, bridging, as Gibbons y .
says, “the contradiction of - .
: comfort and grandeur.” . f
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A PORCH framed by lal-
ticework walls (top) ex-
tends the house's Jewel-
Ilke geometry Into the
landscape. By floating It
five feet above ground,
Elbbons made his ‘'back-
yard"' —which boasts a

hot tub and shower—''de-

fensible and protected.’
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Bargain classicism meets Hollywood hedonism. In this house,

weekends are made fo

OPULENTLY TURNED out,
the dining room (far right)
seems serlous at first, but
“It's really Just an opera-
Inspired, tongue-in-cheek
stage sel,"’ says Glbbons.
Plastic tiebacks, a Junk-
store light fixture and
gold-framed paintings
complete the Illusion,
while a new plaster bust
encourages classical
musings. See Resources

Michelangelo—and hot tubs
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